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brary. Many say it is due to the
economy, others say it is because
of the great collection and won-

THE economy has affected every
family in this country. The library
has helped many families by pro-
viding an inexpensive way to meet

volume of materials circulated. Ask any of
the Librarians and they will surely say they
are not surprised to hear this, as it was
proven to be a very busy month for the
staff. We had a total circulation in March

STERLING PUBLIC LIBRARY

summer reading program with weekly
events for all ages.

by the economy crunch?” Well the
answer to that is yes. The library is
affected, but we are being very frugal
with our monies. We are on an ex-
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als, with videos and DVD’s running a close second.
Computers in March were used a total of 360 differ-
ent times. For the entire year of 2008, we circu-
lated 83,141 items and received 22,981 items on
loan from other libraries. 16 adult and 74 juvenile
programs were offered in the year with a participa-

I &AM not looking for donations
with this column, although if you
wish to donate, we won'’t turn you

for the support and resourceful-
ness needed to survive these

trying times. | feel they need to
know that they are doing a won-

2009 looks even busier as peo-
ple come to realize most of the
services we offer the public are
free of charge which allows
them spend on other necessi-
ties .

\\of 6,250 items. We also added 26 new
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PROGRAMS AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH

So far in the year 2009, the
library has been keeping an
active schedule of programs.
To date, we have seen the
completion of a successful
computer training class, Mys-
tery fiction class with guest
author Rebecca Benston,
and Story Time throughout
the year every Friday morn-
ing. We celebrated National
Board game day and we also
wrapped up our monthly Hot
Topic visits to Meadowview,
our senior citizens complex in
Mt. Sterling. We provided a
guest speaker every visit and
a traveling bookmobile for
easy checkout. This spring
saw the addition of The After
School Club, which kicked off

LIBRARY LESSONS AT MIDWAY

lessons will provide the stu-

on Tuesdays at the library and
then went on to Midway on
April 14 through May 26. We
had a good turnout at the
library, but averaged between
20-30 kids in Midway. The
library taught lessons to Mid-
way elementary classes and
April saw us through National
Volunteer Appreciation Month
and also National Library
Week. For the latter, once
again this year the library had
Madison Plains High School
Seniors volunteer to read to
each elementary class in the
district at all 3 schools. There
will be an Adult Fiction Book
Club meeting on June 11 with
guest author Craig McDonald
also signing his books. Our

THE LIBRARY LINK \\

summer reading program is about to kick off and we will
once again have Pages assisting. The title of the program is
“Be Creative at Your Library” and will be held in Mt. Sterling
and Midway again this year, totaling 4 days a week with
performers, crafts and stories at each location every week.
We’ve also collaborated with the Mt. Sterling Community
Center on their summer day camp and other classes.

We’ve seen Wi-Fi for our patrons come to fruition this year.
We’'ve been able to receive training for the staff in the form
of a seminar
and 2 staff
training days
this year so far.
We are working
on a Resume
Building work-
shop in the
future. Please
take advantage
of what we of-
fer!
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Tea and Mystery class with Guest Author Rebeccal
Benston was another successful program

ents and staff otherwise involved,
Heidi and Jo were able to make a

dents skills and knowledge to
last them a lifetime. The les-
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tion and non-fiction for the
purposes of research, report-
ing, and presentation. These
lessons lasted for 6 weeks.

With the blessing of the
Teacher Leader, Mrs. Holt of
Midway and all teachers, par-

them. The lessons have been
given in years past and have
been proven to be very success-
ful when witnessing the children
put their library knowledge to
work for them . These lessons
will come in handy repeatedly.
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MEET THE NEWEST BOARD MEMBER
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and happiness in life. Q: How long have you daughter Laura, a homehealth social worker,
lived in the Mt. Sterling area? A: 44 years. | son Stephen, a security officer at Rickenbacher,
grew up on the west side of Cleveland and daughter Christy, a librarian media specialist in
then met my husband Jerry at OSU while hePowell. We have grandchildren Nathamage 14,
was in law school.Q: Are you currently hold- Shannon age 12, Jorda® age 7, and Alysséa

ing another position or job elsewhere? A:1  age 5, and our huge, old Golden Retriever

am a retired Medical Social Worker and partSophie. Q: What other extra curricular activities
time Aide in the Adult Day Care Program foior volunteerism do you participate in? A: | also
Seniors with dementia at the Madison Co. volunteer at the Madison County Senior Center,
'\gemor Center.Q: Have you ever held any belong to the Alzheimer Family Support Group,
other positions, political or otherwise inany a member of the Madison County Hospital Auxil-
Q: What made you want to become a community before? If so, were you elected iary. Q: What are your hobbies? A: Playing

Board member? A: | hadnét v QNaRPointed? Ar lge{]nocratic Central Com- cards, knitting, beading, sewing, swimming,

in Mt. Sterling for the past 9 years while | mittee person for Pleasant Township EaSt time with my grandchildren, chair volleyball,
Elected. Board of Trusteg%Mt. Sterling audio books, traveling in Ohio and enjoying my
Community Act i v-Ap i e sretifenemt. Q: What is§durdasoyite genre of
volunteer work in my home community. pointed, Board of Madison Co. Hospital for reading material? A: Historical fiction, biogra-

Q: What are your qualifications? A: | be- 13 yrs.d Appointed Q: Tell us about your phies, any audio book for traveling.

lieve in reading and education for succesd@mily A My husband Jerry and | have a

Pat Baynes, newest Board Member for the
Sterling Public Library Board of Directors

was working in Columbus. | appreciate
the library and found the time to resume

Editors Note: Mrs. Baynes replaced the vacancy

F RIENDS OF THE L IBRARY left by Doris Tipton. The term expires 1/2012.

other community members as-
sisted in everything from meal
prep to delivery, set-up and
clean-up. Both staff and sup-
porters donated desserts. The
food was cooked by Tracy
Sampson and her employee
Shawn O’Day of Freeway Sub-
station. It seemed the entire
community showed up for din-
ner or ordered it for delivery.
Proceeds are going towards our

summer reading program.
Another community yard sale
was held in June with a great
turnout from the community to
purchase and donate items to
sell. The Friends are always

looking for more volunteers to TO ]Oln The Mt. Sterllng

add to their membership. So . H .

far this year, they also pro- Frlends Of the lerary’ Cé

vided the library with a new PreS|dent L|nda Cleman:
@ 740.869.2216

THIS year, the Friends of the
Mt. Sterling Public Library have
gotten off to a wonderful start
on fundraising for us. They had
one of the most successful
fundraisers to date In March
which was the Spaghetti Dinner.
The dinner was a large under-
taking as it required many vol-
unteers well beyond the mem-
bership of the organization it-
self. All the staff and several

MILESTONES AND CELEBRATIONS

Cricket machine which has
already been utilized for our

Wish someone you know Wedve updated our

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! BOARD OF DIRECTORS This quarter the library as of the beginning of June. You
MARCH —CAROL WARNER ill be cl d in ob are now able to leave voicemail
APRIL  —HEIDI FLETCHER PRESIDENT- PAUL MOREHART ~ WIII D€ Closed In 0bSer- e, we are not open or avail-
JUNE  —DENNY MORRIS V. PRES.- CAROLYN TADLOCK vance of Memorial Day able at the moment. The Mu-
JUNE  —VICKI SHEETS seum now has their own number

Milestone Service Years
MARCH -SHARON MORGAN 15
MARCH -JO NEWTON 15
MARCH -CAROL WARNER 15
APRIL  -MINDI KELL 2

CONGRATULATIONS!

SECRETARY- JERI ENDRES

MEMBERS- JIM STIVERSON,
WILSON LEHMAN, MIKE
TOMLINSON.

The Board meets every 2nd
Thursday of each month.

on Monday, May 25.
We will also close on
Saturday, July 4 to
celebrate our Nations
independence.

which is 869305. We will soon
offer program updates and
hours/days of operation infor-
mation. You will still receive the
same personal contact and
friendly customer service you are
accustomed to.
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

The Mount Sterling Public Library will provide

the means to make life long learning for all

TH
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BLIC L patrons possible; provide patrons with tradi-
tional and state of the art technologies to

find, evaluate and use information; and to

60 W. Columbus St.
Mt. Sterling, Ohio
Phone: 740-869-2430
Fax: 740-869-3617

explore and better understand their personal
heritage.
(Adopted October 2005)

Hours of Operation:
Mondays and Fridays 10 AM to 5 PM
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10 AM to 8 PM
Closed Wednesdays and Sundays.

Visit us on the web at:
www.mtsterlingpubliclibrary.org
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GET TO KNOW A LIBRARIAN

A CONDENSED AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY JO NEWTON

Growing up in the Atlanta, Ohio area and being
part of the farming community has made up most
of my life. Being married to my husband Jerry for
almost 50 yrs., we have always worked away and
returned home to farming in the evenings and
weekends.

We have two children, both who live in Pickaway
County. They have given us five grandchildren.
Two of which attend Westfall and three at Logan
Elm.

When the Mt. Sterling Library reopened in 1994
with its new addition, it was open two evenings a
week. After school | started working those eve-
nings and did this for 10 years. Following my re-
tirement from Westfall after 30 yrs., | moved to
day shift and have remained part time for the past
four yrs.

As an Assistant Librarian, shelving books and
working the check-out desk are part of my respon-

sibilities. Most of my job is getting to
help process the new and donated
items. This is the part | enjoy most.
After working so long with children’s
literature, | enjoy learning adult au-
thors in both the fiction and non-fiction
books.

The Library has given me the opportu-
nity to still work with children, as we
volunteer library skill classes with the
Madison Plains Elementary schools. It
has often been said things never
change in the library, but technology
has added many changes to the li-
brary. It's true the Biographies and the
research may be the same, but the
new ways students present their
Power Point reports have given new
life and enjoyment to their presenta-
tions. It has been a pleasure working

with the students and seeing their
accomplishments.

Serving over 60-70 patrons daily, with
a circulation of over 6,250 in March, |
think the library is still a very important
part of many people’s lives, and | am
happy to be a part of it.

Jo Newton has been an Assistant Librarian since
1994



